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then they consented to the payment of a double poll tax, but this
did not suffice. In 1739, nine years after the death of Denisov, a
committee of investigation headed by Samarin arrived at Vyg to
verify on the spot information given by former dwellers of the
Hermitage regarding the concealment of fugitives and the omission
of the Tsar's name from their prayers by the brethren. After much
delay the first problem was solved by the decree of August 31,1774.
Complying with that decree the monks agreed to register the fugi-
tives voluntarily in the next census and to pay their poll tax for
them. But the question of praying for the Tsar had to be settled at
once, and it was here that the inner discord in the Vygovsk com-
munity became obvious. The ignorant workmen and servants in the
monastery were stubborn, resolved to resist as they had before and
to crown the brilliant history of Vygovsk Hermitage by an act of
self-immolation. But the senior brethren headed by Simeon, brother
of Andrew Denisov, decided to yield and, arguing that the ancient
church had prayed for the pagan kings, wrote the Tsar's name in
the missals of the Priestless.
This measure was the natural outcome of the concessions made,
prior to the arrival of Samarin's committee, to the community and
the authorities by the Vygovsk brotherhood. Nevertheless, to the
majority this recognition of "praying" was the last drop that filled
the cup to overflowing. Though most of the dwellers in Vygovsk
were dissuaded from self-immolation, it could not prevent dis-
sension among the Priestless.
In fact, the dissension had existed in their midst even before the
investigation. Independently from the Denisovs, Theodosius, a sex-
ton from a village church, was teaching the Priestless in the south-
western part of the Novgorod region and across the Polish frontier.
In interpreting the principal regulations of the Priestless as he
understood them, he disagreed with the Denisovs on some points,
without knowing it. When he learned of the existence of the
Vygovsk Hermitage he went there repeatedly, trying to elucidate
these points and to come to a mutual understanding. The discus-
sions centered around the details of the ritual, but the question of
the attitude of the Priestless towards the rest of the world was also
brought up by Theodosius. Finally the debates resulted in a further
estrangement and mutual embitterment.